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Our Mission, Aims and Objectives 

 

¶ The Mission of the Buddhist Council of Victoria is expressed in our Aims and Objectives: 

 

¶ To serve as the representative organisation for Buddhist temples, groups and organisations 

in Victoria. 

¶ To liaise with local, State, and Commonwealth Government departments on behalf of its 

members 

¶ To keep a watchful eye and to take appropriate action in the cases of prejudice, 

misinformation, disadvantage and insult to member organisations or to Buddhism in general. 

¶ To assist in the resolution of disputes between member organisations, if mutually invited, by 

arranging independent mediation. 

¶ To foster a spirit of fellowship, co-operation, friendship and goodwill between all Buddhist 

groups in Victoria. 

¶ To facilitate the exchange of information and resources between members regarding their 

respective activities. 

¶ To serve as a forum for the discussion of matters of common interest to members. 

¶ To co-operate with other religious groups, to work for peace and harmony through inter-

religious co-operation. 

¶ To facilitate the representation of Buddhism and Buddhist groups in inter-religious 

organisations and activities. 

¶ To support and promote the development of social welfare activities. 

¶ To encourage the development and dissemination of education resources on Buddhism in 

Victoria.  

¶ To conduct training programs on Buddhist youth leadership and community service. 

¶ To facilitate community service as required. 

¶ To organise and/or sponsor public talks, forums and seminars on Buddhism and other 

related subjects.  

¶ To produce publications on Buddhism. 

¶ To direct and channel media and other enquiries to the relevant members and sources of 

information.  

¶ To express the Buddhist perspective on social and ethical matters. 

¶ To develop a Buddhist library and resource centre. 
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Agenda 

14th Annual General Meeting 

Saturday 27th March 2009 

Venue:   Quang Minh Buddhist Temple, Braybrook 

Address: 18 Burke St, Braybrook VIC 3019  

Date:   Saturday 27th March, 2009 

Time:   3 pm ς 5 pm 

 

1. Welcome and Introduction  3.00pm 

2. Guest Speaker ς Introduced by Ven Thich Phuoc Tan  

¶ Rev Dr Gary Bouma  - Former Chair of the Board of Management of the 
нллф tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ wŜƭƛƎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ UNESCO Chair in Interreligious 
and Intercultural Relations - Asia Pacific, Monash University 

 

3. Acceptance of Minutes of 13th AGM 3.35pm 

4. Chair's Report 3.40pm 

5. Presentation of 14th Annual Report Including  

¶ Buddhist Education in Victorian Primary Schools  

¶ Special Projects  

¶ Chaplaincy  

¶ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ 

3.50pm 

6. Election of Office Bearers (Chair, Vice-Chair, Treasurer, Secretary) 4.15pm 

7. Selection of Ordinary Members  4.30pm 

8. Matters Arising From Previous Minutes 4.45pm 

9. Other Business ς BCV Strategy Session  4.50pm 

10. Conclusion  

Followed by 2010 UN Vesak Fundraising Dinner  

5.00pm 

 

The Annual General Meeting is held in accordance with the Associations Incorporation Act (1981); 

Schedule 5 Model Rules for an Incorporated Association and in line with the Rules of Constitution of 

the Buddhist Council of Victoria Inc. 
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BCV Committee Members 2009/ 10 
 

Position Organisation Represented by 

Chairperson Chan Meditation Centre Laura Chan 

Vice Chair Buddhist Vihara Berwick Ranjith Soysa 

Treasurer Beaumaris Buddhist Centre Maureen French 

Secretary Seon Centre Petr Svoboda 

Ordinary Member Buddhist Society of Victoria Helen Richardson 

Ordinary Member Hoa Ngiem Temple Nga Dam 

Ordinary Member Dhamma Sukha Mediation Centre Haorianto Tjioe 

Ordinary Member Yun Yang Temple Albert Chang 

Ordinary Member FWBO David Spotswood 

 

Education Subcommittee 2009/ 10 

¶ Peggy Page ς Convenor 

¶ Eileen Sheridan 

¶ Laila Najjar 

¶ Dhammika Fernando 

¶ Kathy Ching 

¶ Man Yau Leong  

¶ Helen Ponder (Education Officer) 

 

 

Prison Chaplaincy Subcommittee 2009/10 

¶ Paul Gardinerς Coordinator 

¶ Chris McGlone 

¶ Daniel Tokarev  

 

 

Special Projects Subcommittee Members 2009/10 

 

¶ Linda Marret - Coordinator 

¶ Rachael Wass 

¶ Dharmachari Siladasa 

¶ Rosemary Moore 
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Financial Members 2008/0 9 

 

1 An Lac Hanh Temple 

2 Beaumaris Buddhist Meditation Centre 

3 BLIAV 

4 Buddhist Discussion Group (Upwey) & Ch'an Academy, 

5 Buddhist Tzu Chi Foundation Australia 

6 Daylesford Dharma School -Independent Primary School 

7 Diamond Way - Melbourne, 

8 IBCV / Fo Guang Shan Melbourne 

9 Infinite Wisdom International 

10 Jamchen Buddhist Centre 

11 Kagyu E-Vam Buddhist Institute 

12 Karen Buddhist Dhamma Dhutta Foundation 

13 Lotus Speech Australia (Vic) 

14 Medicine Buddha Tantra Healing Centre 

15 Melbourne Zen Group, 

16 Melbourne Zen Hospice 

17 Phat To Buddhist Temple Inc 

18 Pure Land Learning Centre of Victoria 

19 Sanghamittarama Bhikkuni Residence 

20 Seon Centre 

21 Siddhartha's Intent 

22 Tara Institute 

23 The Great Stupa of Universal Compassion 

24 Tibetan Buddhist Society   

25 Unified Buddhist Church & Order of Interbeing 

26 Yun Yang Temple 
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Chair's Report 

The year 2009 began with the state of Victoria facing one of its worst bushfire disasters. The disaster 

had an effect on all Victorians. Our Chairlady in 2007, Chi Kwang Sunim whose centre, Seon Centre, 

which is situated in Kinglake, was among those affected by the fires. Buddhist organisations came 

forward and provided relief items, both monetary and in kind to the bushfire victims. On Saturday, 

28 March 2009, a healing service was organised by Ven. Chi Kwang Sunim, the Buddhist Council of 

Victoria and Sophia from Ru Yi Temple. The service was held at the Ru Yi temple in Kinglake West. 

The chosen day was special according to the Buddhist calendar, as it was on the 49th day after the 

7th of February 2009 - Black Saturday. In Mahayana tradition, after people passed away, they will go 

to a new life during the 49 days period. The service brought together monks, nuns and lay people 

from the Vietnamese, Chinese,  Tibetan, Korean, Laotian, Cambodian and Burmese traditions to 

assist in the ceremony and gave blessings to the deceased people.  

There are more than 100 Buddhist organisations in Victoria. I would like to thank the organisations 

for inviting us to participate in their celebratory occasions. I must apologise that conditions are such 

that we are not able to accept all invitations received by us. In 2009, I and / or members of the 

committee attended the Opening of the Yun Yang Temple, the Anniversary Celebrations of Tzu Chi, 

United Nations Vesak Day Celebrations, Fo Guang Shan Vesak Day Celebrations, Food Fair organised 

by the Friends of Sanghamittarama and Buddhist Society of Victoria, North Victorian Buddhist 

Association: Daham Niketanaya in Yuroke birthday celebration for Ven. Kotte Sathindriya, and The 

Melbourne Thai Buddhist Temple Kathina ceremony. 

I would like to thank the Committee of the Jewish Council of Victoria for inviting us to a dialogue 

ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƳŜƳƻǊŀōƭŜ ƴƛƎƘǘ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 

beliefs and teachings. As a courtesy we offered a copy of each of the following books to them as a 

gift; the DhammŀǇŀŘŀ ōȅ ±ŜƴŜǊŀōƭŜ YΦ {Ǌƛ 5ƘŀƳƳŀƴŀƴŘŀΣ ¢ƘŜ .ǳŘŘƘŀΩǎ !ƴŎƛŜƴǘ tŀǘƘ .ȅ aŀƘŀǘƘŜǊŀ 

Piyadassi and Orthodox Chinese Buddhism by Chan Master Sheng Yen. 

The Buddhist Council together with the Chan Meditation Centre organised a conversation with the 

Catholic Interfaith Committee at Wat Buddharangsi in Springvale South. I must thank Venerable Olo 

for allowing us to use the Temple Hall for the occasion. It was a good afternoon with discussion of 

Christianity and Buddhism in Modern Melbourne. 

We were invited to Iftar dinners during the month of Ramadan. I and members of the committee 

attended the Iftar dinner organised by the Turkish Council of Victoria and the Joint Muslim-Buddhist 

Ramadan Iftar Meal organised by the Quang Minh Temple and the Australian Intercultural Society. I 

would like to thank and congratulate the organisers of the dinners as it allows us to learn and 

understand the cultures of each other better.  

Melbourne ended the year with the hosting of the Parliament of World Religions. The Buddhist 

Council of ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜŘ ƛǘǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ άLǘǎ ±ŜƎƛŜ ¢ƛƳŜέ ŦƻƻŘ ŦŀƛǊ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ ŦǳƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ 

is the first event of the Buddhist Council that saw more than 10 Buddhist organisations come 

together to share their culinary skills. I would have loved to thank each of you individually but the list 

was too long. So I will say thank you to all of you who have come together to contribute your time, 

effort and resources to make this event so successful. I also would like to thank the many Buddhist 



 

              THE BUDDHIST COUNCIL OF VICTORIA, INC 

 

Buddhist Council of Victoria Inc : ABN 13 436 635 535  Reg. No. A0033871C 

8 | P a g e P O  Box 6104 ς West Footscray, VIC 3012 Tel: 0401 200 206      

 

organisations and Buddhists who participated in the PWR through presentations, hosting of 

committee nights, providing home stays to participants and attending the PWR.  

 

Many members of the Buddhist Council of Victoria participated in the Walk for Harmony Day and 

Peggy Page attended the tea session for the launch for the Walk for Harmony Day.  

I would also like to thank the Victorian Multicultural Commission for awarding us with the Promoting 

Harmony: Multifaith/Interfaith Grant and the Community Organization grant. This Grant gives us the 

ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜ ŀ ŦƻǊǳƳ ά¦ƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎΥ 

ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ƻŦ .ǳŘŘƘŀΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ōȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŜǘƘƴƛŎ ƎǊƻǳǇǎέ ƛƴ WǳƴŜ нлмлΦ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ hǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ 

grants allows us to support the activities of the education program. We have made another 

application for another Promoting Harmony: Multifaith/Interfaith Grant for 2011.  

Ranjith Soysa is also our new representative on the Multifaith Advisory Board.  

All this would not be achieved without the tireless work of my committee members, Ranjith Soysa 

(Vice Chair), Petr Svoboda (Secretary), Maureen French (Treasurer), Committee members ς Helen 

Richardson (Buddhist Society of Victoria), Albert Chang (Yun Yang Temple), special project team 

leader, Linda Marret and all her team members for the organization of the Buddhist film festival, 

education convenor Peggy Page and her team members and anyone else whose name I have 

omitted. I thank each and every one of you for the many hours you put in to see to the success of 

the projects. Without your dedication, commitment and enthusiasm the Buddhist Council of Victoria 

would not be able to achieve its aims and objectives. I would also like to thank the Buddhist Society 

of Victoria for the use of their library for our meetings, Hoa Ngiem Temple, FWBO and The Tara 

LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΦ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ ǘƘŜ 

many donors to the education program. Without your generosity the program would not be able to 

bring the Dharma to children in Victorian Primary schools.  

In the New Year 2010 we will be looking into improving our program by reviewing our strategic plan 

and set new directions for the council. We would like to see The Buddhist Council of Victoria share 

the Dharma with Victorians through events that allow Victorians to have a greater understanding of 

the Dharma. I wish every one of you a very successful, healthy and fulfilling new year and look 

forward to your continuous great work of helping the Buddhist Council of Victoria to share the 

Dharma with our fellow Victorians. 

Laura Chan,  

Chair,  

Buddhist Council of Victoria 
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Buddhist Education in Victorian Primary Schools annual report 2009  

 

Achievements  

 

Volunteer Teachers Training and Recruitment 

 

The education program started the year with the engagement of Helen Ponder as the education 

officer. The first task that Helen implemented on was the organisation and implementation of a very 

special Teacher Training Workshop at the Tara Institute in Brighton. Sue Smith, one of the authors of 

the beautiful new curriculum, Discovering Buddha, introduced the merits of the manual to the 

participants. The workshop ended with 6 new volunteer teachers trained for delivering the program 

to schools. 

 

In August / September 2009 Dhammika made arrangements for Helen to speak at the Sri Lanka radio 

program for the recruitment of volunteer teachers. The communication on radio was successful in 

generating enquiries from 9 listeners. 2 of them signed up to be volunteer teachers.   

 

Sangha becoming volunteer teachers 

The committee is blessed to have two Sangha members as volunteer teachers. Venerable Pandita 

from Dhamma Sukha Meditation Centre and Venerable Atapi from Sanghamittarama attended the 

volunteer teachers training in June 2009. Venerable Pandita teaches at the North Clayton Primary 

school and is supported by Venerable Atapi during his absence.   

 

New schools 

2 new schools were added to the list of existing schools. 

 

Discovering Buddha Manual 

The Discovering Buddha Manual is a great tool for the teachers and has found its way to New South 

Wales. A soft copy of the manual was produced for distribution to organisations that needed a large 

number of copies for their usage. A fee is charged for the hard copy and the organisation is asked to 

make a donation for the soft copy. Sue Smith, one of the authors for the manual, and Helen Ponder 

were invited to New South Wales to hold training for teachers in August 2009.  

 

Promotion  

The education committee took the opportunity to show the DVD of the education program at the 

Food Fair organised by the Friends of the Buddhist Society of Victoria, at the United Nations Vesak 

Řŀȅ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ άLǘǎ ±ŜƎƛŜ ¢ƛƳŜ ŦƻƻŘ ŦŀƛǊΦ 

 

A new version of the brochure was printed in May. 
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Challenges faced by the program 

 

Recruitment and retention of volunteer teachers 

The ongoing challenge faced by the education program is the recruitment and retention of volunteer 

teachers. The education committee will work out a strategy to meet this challenge at its planning 

day in 2010. 

 

Sourcing of schools 

In order for the education program to succeed there must be a need in the schools for the Buddhist 

Religious education. In order to keep the balance of schools and teachers, parents need to be 

advised to approach schools to have Buddhist Religious education. At this point in time sourcing of 

schools is not an issue. 

 

Continuously funding 

In 2009 the education program was blessed with funding from the following sources: 

In June of 2009 an e-donation was put on trial advising that donors can make direct transfer to the 

education program. This brought in donations totalling $1200.00. The timing of sending out the 

email may have been too late. In 2010 the email requesting for e-donations would be send in April 

allowing donors a greater opportunity to the program. There is a group of loyal and faithful donors 

to the program who have donated generously to the program since it started. The International 

Buddhist Film Festival was very successful and raised a substantial sum of money towards the 

program. 

 

There was a success grant application to the Victorian Multicultural Commission for an organisation 

grant that provides funding to support the engagement of the education officer.  Helen Ponder and 

Laila made an application to the Dept. of Families, Housing, Community Service & Indigenous Affairs 

for the Volunteer Funding Grant and were successful in obtaining a grant of $3,777.00 for purchase 

of small equipment for the program. 

 

Conclusion  

The education committee would like to thank the organisers of the film festival for its tireless work 

in organising the festival that provided the program with a substantial sum of funding, the 

committee of the BCV and all other supporters whose donations allow for the provision of Buddhist 

education in Victorian Primary schools. 

 

Peggy Page       Helen Ponder 

Buddhist Education in schools convenor  Education officer 
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Special Projects Report  

To be delivered verbally by Linda Marret  

 

Chaplaincy Report  

To be delivered verbally by Daniel Tokarev  

 

4ÒÅÁÓÕÒÅÒȭÓ 2ÅÐÏÒÔ 

 

Financial Statements 

For the Year ended 31st December 2009 

 

Contents:  

1. List of donors to BCV 1 October 2008 to 31 December 2009 

2. Certificate by Members of the Committee   

3. Balance Sheet  

4. Statement of Cash Flow  

5. Notes to the Financial Statements  

6. Profit & Loss Statement  

7. Audit Report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

List of donors to BCV 1 October 2008 to 31 December 2009 

 



 

              THE BUDDHIST COUNCIL OF VICTORIA, INC 

 

Buddhist Council of Victoria Inc : ABN 13 436 635 535  Reg. No. A0033871C 

12 | P a g e P O  Box 6104 ς West Footscray, VIC 3012 Tel: 0401 200 206      

 

 

Amoore, S W & A 

Anglicare Vic 

Augustin, Mary Ann 

Buddhist Society of Victoria 

Cambodian Buddhist Assoc 

Chan, L 

Chew, IY & P L 

Ching, Katharine re Mrs Luc Estate 

Chong, Kim Poh 

Chong, M L 

Crowe, Muntha 

De Silva, M W P 

Donors - various 

Donors - various 

Donors - various 

Foo, Lily re Aaron Foo 

Fowler, M 

Hannan, H 

Hong Hing Thai 

Lam Brothers Pty Ltd 

Lee, F C 

Lee, Suan-Teng 

Leung, M Y 

Lim Pee Gin 

Low, Geok Beng 

Newton, Mark 

Page, P K re Helen Sinneme 

Pure Land Learning Center of Victoria 

Quang Minh Temple 

Shee, Pek Y 

Sheridan, E. 

Stanley, T & J 

Tjong Mega YB 

Wong, Kim 

 

Also many anonymous cash donations 
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